
Graduate Council Meeting 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 

3:30 p.m., 327 Brooks Hall 
 (The Bylaws prohibit representation by proxy.) 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
I. Reading, Correction, and Approval of Minutes

(November 8, 2023) 
 

II. Graduate Council Committee Reports
 
A. Appeals Committee 

Committee Report (David Peterson, Acting Chair) 
 

B. Program Committee 
Committee Report (Kristen Navara) 
 
 Action Item 1: From the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Department 

of Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communication, a proposal to change the 
name of the Master of Agricultural and Environmental Education (MAEE) to the Master 
of Science in Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communication.

 
 Action Item 2: From the Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, Department of 

Communication Studies, a proposal to update the curriculum in the Science and Health 
Communication Graduate Certificate Program by adding a course (COMM 8610).   

 Action Item 3: From the School of Public and International Affairs, Department of 
Political Science and International Affairs, a proposal to discontinue the “fast track” 
option in the joint PhD program in Political Science & International Affairs (PHD-PSIA). 

 
 Action Item 4: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, Department of 

Lifelong Education, Administration and Policy, a proposal to terminate the PhD in 
Learning, Leadership, and Organization Development at the Gwinnett Campus. 

 
 Action Item 5: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, Department of 

Educational Psychology, a proposal to modify the Gifted and Creative Education Area of 
Emphasis in the Master of Education (MEd), Master of Art (MA), Educational Specialist 
(EdS), and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programs. 

 
 Action Item 6: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education and College of Family 

and Consumer Sciences (item “h”), a proposal to create graduate certificates in the 
following GaPSC Endorsement programs: 

 
a. Coaching (Mathematics) 
b. Educational Leadership (Tier I) 
c. English to Speakers of Other Languages 
d. Gifted In-Field 
e. K-5 Mathematics 
f. Preschool Special Education 
g. Reading Education 
h. Financial Literacy 

 



Action Item 7: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, Department of
Workforce Education and Instructional Technology, a proposal to revise the plan of study
for the Master of Education in Learning, Design, and Technology Area of Emphasis in
Instructional Design and Development.

Action Item 8: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, Department of
Kinesiology, a proposal to modify the plan of study for the Master of Science in Athletic
Training based upon a recently approved course change.

C. Policy and Planning Committee
Committee Report (Yoo-Kyoung Seock)

The PPC Committee met on Wednesday, 1/10/2024. By unanimous vote (9-0), the following
action items are being brought forward.

Action Item 1: Proposed policy on the use of generative AI in theses and dissertations.
Action Item 2: Discontinuation of Extension and Correspondence policy.
Action Item 3: Proposed change in policy on awarding doctoral degrees to University
faculty. 
Action Item 4: Proposed change in language (section ii) of the policy for Graduate
Certificates for Non-Degree Seeking students.

III. Information Items
A. Curriculum Report:  The Graduate School has approved 42 new courses, 38 course revisions,

and 3 deletions.
B. Next meeting:  Wednesday, February 7, 3:30pm, 327 Brooks Hall.

IV. Adjourn
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Franklin College of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Communication Studies 

To: Dr. Anne Shaffer, Associate Dean 

From: Dr. Analisa Arroyo, Communication Studies Graduate Coordinator 

October 19, 2023 

Subject: Proposed Updated Curriculum for Science and Health Communication Graduate Certificate Program 

Dear Dr. Anne Shaffer, 

Our department would like to request adding a course to the curriculum for our Science and Health 

Communication Graduate Certificate Program: COMM 8610 (Seminar in Health Communication). Our faculty 

decided that COMM 8610 meets the same learning objectives as the current required course, COMM 6610 

(Health Communication), which is also cross listed with an undergraduate class (COMM 4410). COMM 8610 is a 

graduate-only level course and is therefore well-suited for this Graduate Level Program. Additionally, our 

department is able to offer COMM 8610 on a more frequent basis, which would allow more students to 

participate in and complete our Graduate Certificate Program. Below is our current and updated curriculum. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Analisa Arroyo 

Graduate Coordinator 



Science and Health Communication Graduate Certificate Program 

Students completing the certificate shall have earned a grade of C or better in each of the 
required courses. At least 12 credit hours are required to earn the certificate, as described below: 

I.  Two foundational communication courses (6 credit hours; no prerequisites required): 

COMM 6350 or COMM 6350E, Science Communication (3 hours) 

COMM (HPBR) 6610, Health Communication (3 hours) 

II.  Electives (2 required, one must be writing focused): 

Elective options within the Department of Communication Studies: 

* COMM 6110, Speech Composition (3 hours) 
COMM 6310 or COMM 6310E, Communication Strategies in Government (3 hours) 
COMM 6360, Communication Strategies in Social Movements (3 hours) 
COMM 8550, Advanced Topics in Interpersonal Communication (3 hours) 
COMM (JRMC) 7612, Medical Interviewing and Information Dissemination (3 
hours) 
COMM 8165, Public Health Communication (3 hours) 
COMM 8350, The Rhetoric of Science (3 hours) 
COMM 8520, Seminar in Communication and Social Influence (3 hours) 
 

Electives outside of Communication Studies can include: 

*PBIO 8920W, Explaining your Science (3 hours) 
EETH (JURI) 7870, Environmental Dispute Resolution (2 hours) 
JRMC 8170, Risk Communication (3 hours) 
HPRB 7370, Social Marketing of Health: Theory and Process (3 hours) 
HPRB 7310, Foundations of Public Health Communication (3 hours) 
 

* These courses satisfy the writing requirement 

Note: Other courses may satisfy the requirement with approval of the director 



Science and Health Communication Graduate Certificate Program

Students completing the certificate shall have earned a grade of C or better in each of the 
required courses. At least 12 credit hours are required to earn the certificate, as described below:

I.  Two foundational communication courses (6 credit hours; no prerequisites required):

COMM 6350 or COMM 6350E, Science Communication (3 hours)

COMM (HPBR) 6610, Health Communication (3 hours) OR COMM 8610, Seminar 
in Health Communication (3 Hours)

II.  Electives (2 required, one must be writing focused):

Elective options within the Department of Communication Studies:

* COMM 6110, Speech Composition (3 hours)
COMM 6310 or COMM 6310E, Communication Strategies in Government (3 hours)
COMM 6360, Communication Strategies in Social Movements (3 hours)
COMM 8550, Advanced Topics in Interpersonal Communication (3 hours)
COMM (JRMC) 7612, Medical Interviewing and Information Dissemination (3 
hours)
COMM 8165, Public Health Communication (3 hours)
COMM 8350, The Rhetoric of Science (3 hours)
COMM 8520, Seminar in Communication and Social Influence (3 hours)

Electives outside of Communication Studies can include:

*PBIO 8920W, Explaining your Science (3 hours)
EETH (JURI) 7870, Environmental Dispute Resolution (2 hours)
JRMC 8170, Risk Communication (3 hours)
HPRB 7370, Social Marketing of Health: Theory and Process (3 hours)
HPRB 7310, Foundations of Public Health Communication (3 hours)

* These courses satisfy the writing requirement

Note: Other courses may satisfy the requirement with approval of the director

COMM 8610, Seminar 
in Health Communication (3 Hours)

COMM COMM 



School of Public and International Affairs
Department of Political Science

Department of International Affairs
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November 13, 2023

The Graduate School
Attn: Dr. Anne Shaffer, Associate Dean of the Graduate School 
Ms. Cheri Bliss, Director of Graduate Student Services

Dear Dr. Shaffer and Ms. Bliss,

At present, the joint PhD program in Political Science & International Affairs (PHD_PSIA) has two 
departmental “tracks” for applicants to the PhD: a “fast-track” route for applicants applying directly from 
their undergraduate studies that requires a minimum of 45 graduate credit hours and a traditional route for 
applicants who hold a graduate or professional degree (e.g., MA, MSW, JD) that requires a minimum of 30 
graduate credit hours. Both tracks are listed in Banner as the PHD_PSIA, and Graduate Admissions does not 
make a distinction between them. 

Our department heads, directors of graduate studies, and graduate committee members have unanimously 
agreed that the fast-track route is no longer relevant to the needs of our program applicants or incoming 
students. The discrepancy in graduate credit hour requirements between doctoral students in our program 
can cause confusion among both graduate students and faculty. Moreover, many peer institutions with
similar PhD programs in Political Science & International Affairs (e.g., Ohio State, UT-Austin) admit 
applicants to their standard PhD program directly from undergraduate studies. Thus, we believe that 
eliminating the discrepancy in PhD credit hour requirements caused by these separate “tracks” will reduce 
confusion and keep our program competitive for recruitment.

Therefore, we wish to discontinue the fast-track PhD option. Beginning immediately upon Graduate School 
approval, we plan to offer only a traditional PhD route requiring a minimum of 30 graduate credit hours, for 
which the curriculum is already on file with UGA. We do not anticipate any impacts to currently enrolled 
graduate students, since (a) nearly all of our doctoral students take more than 30 graduate credit hours in 
their studies already, and (b) all currently enrolled students would be given a “grandfather” option to remain 
under the credit hour requirements in force when they were admitted or to switch to the new requirements.
Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Geoffrey Sheagley
Associate Professor & Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Political Science

Shane Singh
Professor & Director of Graduate Studies
Department of International Affairs

Susan Haire
Professor & Department Head
Department of Political Science

Amanda Murdie
Professor & Department Head
Department of International Affairs
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November 21, 2023

To: Curriculum Committee

Mary Frances Early College of Education

From: Jill Stefaniak, Program Coordinator

Learning, Design, and Technology

Department of Workforce Education and Instructional 

Technology

Cc: Lloyd Rieber, Department Head

Department of Workforce Education and Instructional 

Technology

To whom it may concern, 

The Learning, Design, and Technology program seeks to revise its plan of study for the Master of 
Education in Learning, Design, and Technology Area of Emphasis in Instructional Design and 
Development. By revising the curriculum, we will be able to expand our students acquisition of new skills 
expected of them in the field and mitigate challenges with course scheduling. We would like to replace
EDIT 6210e- Team-Based Design of Interactive Learning Environments with EDIT 8150e- Instructional 
Message Design.

The proposed change will also help students enrolled in our Graduate Certificate in eLearning Design. 

Sincerely,

Jill Stefaniak, Ph.D.

Associate Professor 

Program Coordinator, Learning, Design, and Technology

University of Georgia 

Jill.stefaniak@uga.edu
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Master s in Education in Learning, Design, and Technology 
Area of Emphasis: Instructional Design and Development 

 
Plan of Study 

 
Course  Title 
EDIT 6170E Introduction to Instructional Systems Design 
EDIT 6190E Design Thinking and Development Tools 
EDIT 6200E Designing Interactive Learning Environments 
EDIT 7350E Evaluation and Analytics in Instructional 

Design 
EDIT 6400E Emerging Approaches in Teaching, Learning, 

and Technology 
EDIT 6500E Video Production for Teaching and Learning 
EDIT 7170E Advanced Instructional Design 

 
EDIT 7520E 
 

Online Teaching and Learning 

EDIT 8150E Instructional Message Design 
EDIT 7150E Principles of Human Performance 

Technology and Analysis  
EDIT 7550E Project Management in Instructional Design 
EDIT 6900E Research Methods in Instructional 

Technology 
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 POLICY ON USE OF GENERATIVE AI IN THESES AND DISSERTATIONS: 

Per the Graduate Bulletin, the master’s thesis demonstrates independent judgment in developing a 
problem from primary sources, and a dissertation represents originality in research, independent thinking, 
scholarly ability, and technical mastery of a field of study. It is the responsibility of the advisory 
committee to review and evaluate the thesis or dissertation as a representation of a student’s individual 
effort. As such, the use of generative AI in theses and dissertations is considered unauthorized assistance 
per the Academic Code of Honesty and is generally prohibited unless specifically authorized by members 
of the advisory committee for use within the approved scope. If approved by the advisory committee, the 
extent of generative AI usage should be disclosed in a statement within the thesis or disseration. 
 

1) Guidance from Academic Honesty: https://honesty.uga.edu/Academic-Honesty-
Policy/Prohibited_Conduct/

 
 

Additional information from CTL: https://ctl.uga.edu/_resources/documents/ChatGPT-Guidance-for-
Instructorsc.pdf 

Examples from other graduate schools: 
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/about/guidance-on-the-use-of-generative-artificial-intelligence/ 
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Both policies are listed under Academic Regulations in Graduate School Policy:

 
Extension & Correspondence
Policy to Delete: 

Graduate credit is not allowed for work done in extension or by correspondence. 
Rationale to discontinue: 

Extension coursework is already prohibited due to residence and matriculation requirements 
(students could only pursue graduate coursework if admitted to UGA in a degree program or as 
non-degree seeking). 

 
Correspondence courses are out of date. However, some students do enroll in online degree 

programs that include asynchronous components that could be construed as “correspondence.” 
 
Awarding Doctoral Degrees – University Faculty 
Current Policy:

No member of the faculty of the University of Georgia above the rank of instructor will be awarded a 
doctoral degree by the University.

Proposed Policy: 
No member of the faculty of the University of Georgia above the rank of instructor may be awarded a 
doctoral degree earned in their academic unit of employment.  

Rationale to change:  
Occasionally, university faculty may seek a doctoral degree in a new discipline as part of their 
ongoing professional development. Changing this policy would permit UGA faculty to continue their 
graduate education in new areas. 
This policy would still prohibit earning a doctoral degree from the unit in which they work to avoid 
conflicts of interest. However, faculty above the rank of instructor are already required to hold a 
terminal degree in their academic discipline, so it is unlikely that a faculty member would seek a 
degree in the discipline in which they are employed. 
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 GRADUATE CERTIFICATES FOR NON-DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS 

Current policy:

https://reg.uga.edu/faculty-governance/academic-affairs-policies/#row2

Certificates are viewed as a complement or addition to an existing degree, rather than a free-standing 
credential. Thus, to preclude certificates from usurping the traditional role of degrees, the following guidance 
is strongly suggested: 

i. Undergraduate certificates should be completed only by students who are making progress toward an 
undergraduate degree or by students who already have an undergraduate degree and wish to return 
for the sole purpose of securing a particular certificate. 

ii. Graduate certificates should be completed only by graduate students who are either prospective 
candidates for a degree or non-degree candidates who hold a master's or a doctoral degree.

Alternative/proposed language for (ii):

Graduate certificates are primarily completed by graduate students who are either prospective 
candidates for a degree or non-degree candidates who hold a master's or a doctoral degree. 

Graduate certificates may be completed by students with baccalaureate degrees who are admitted as 
non-degree seeking graduate students in cases where the certificate comprises an area of study that 
would have professional applicability for a student or could later be applied to a graduate degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


